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former government by palace officials; he even went so far
as to reduce the numbers of the fighting forces and to destroy
the prestige of a military career. Through all the confusion
and bad government of the years following the death of
Basil II, the military efficiency of the Empire had been
maintained. It was now fatally impaired, just when it was
most required. Constantine died in 1067'leaving a young
son, Michael VII, with his mother Eudoeia as regent. She, Romamis
following precedent, married a general, Romanus Diogenes, Dlc!Senes
and raised him to the throne as Emperor in 1068. But history
was not to repeat itself any further. Romanus saw the
danger and did what he could to reorganise the army. Yet
it was his own incapacity as general that made definitive the
collapse which the policy of Constantine X had prepared.
In 1071 the Empire, so long victorious, suffered a crushing
defeat at the hands of the Moslems.

To understand the circumstances that led to this disaster, The Abbasid
it is necessary to review the situation in the Moslem world. CaliPhate
Just as Christendom had once been united under the rule of a
single Emperor, so had the Moslems under the rule of a single
Caliph. Since the Caliph, the successor of the Prophet, had
to be a member of the Prophet's own tribe, Arab headship was
perpetuated. But when, in 750, the Abbasid dynasty replaced
the Ummayad, it owed its promotion to Persian and not to
Arab influence. The seat of the Caliphate was removed from
Damascus to Bagdad, where, isolated among people of another
race, the Caliphs soon became mere figure-heads. Seeking to
regain their independence, they surrounded themselves with
Turkish mercenaries, only to become subject to them in
turn; and finally the Persian Buwaihids supplanted the
Turks. The Caliphate remained in an Arab family, but the
government was in other hands. Moreover, whoever was in
authority, the government at Bagdad could not keep in
touch with the distant western provinces, which soon acted
quite independently of it. In 909 a rival Caliphate was set
up in North Africa under the Fatimite dynasty, which claimed
descent from Fatima the daughter of the Prophet; and in
929 the Ummayad Caliphate of Cordova was founded in Spain.
This lasted for a century, but only concerned Spain and the
coast of Morocco. The Fatimites, on the other hand,
achieved the conquest of Egypt in 969, established Cairo as in Egypt